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09/936,610 
Examiner 



earned patent .em, adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704 (b) 6 ma "' n9 date °' ,his «""™"icaticn. even if timely ^filS may r eduS Iny 

Status 

1)g Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 September ,nm 

2a)U This action is FINAL -?h>rvi tIT T T 

<«n c- .u. 2b )l^l This action is non-final. 

JJU Since this application is in condition for allowance excent for f™*,*. » 
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Disposition of Claims 

4)D Claim(s) , s /are pending in the application 

STI n 8b ° Ve C ' aim(S) iS/are WithdraWn from "Nation 

o)U Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

80 Claim(s) m are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12) a)^ 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received 
2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received'in Application No 

See the attached detailed Office action for a iist of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 • Claims 1-35 have been considered. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-20 drawn to a method, a system W usage protection of recorded content 

based on unique information attached to the content, classified in class 705, 51 . 

«. Cairns 21 -35 drawn to a method, a system using control of storage or retrieval operation 
by a control signal to be recorded or reproduced, classified in class 369, !«1 47. 1 . 

3. inventions II and I are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a single 
combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be separately usable 
in the instant case, invention I has separate utility such as access protection based on approval and 
denial. Invention I. has separate utility such as terms and conditions database containing an agreement 
(licensing) as well as This class includes the record carrier, per se, having particular information storage 
structure. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a separate 
status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination purposes as indicated 



is proper 
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Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the search required for 
any one Group is no. required for any other Group, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 



proper. 



6. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a separate 
status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes 

as indicated is proper. 

7- Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one or more of the currency named 
inventors is no .onger an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the application. Any amendment of 
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inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 
CFR 1.1 7(i). 

8- Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an election of 
the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Kambiz Abdi whose telephone number is (703) 305-3364. The examiner can normally be 
reached on 9 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
James P Trammel, can be reached on (703) 305-9768. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
or faxed to: Washington, D.C. 20231 

(703) 872-9306 [Official communications; including After Final communications labeled "Box AF"] 
(703) 746-7749 [Informal/Draft communications, labeled "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"] 
Hand delivered responses should be brought to: 

Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal Drive 
Kambiz Abdi // / 7th floor receptionist, Arlington, VA, 22202 

Examiner 

December 21, 




